
1.0 Introductory 

In accordance with the provisions under the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, 
the Government of Gujarat constituted the GPCB [Gujarat Pollution Control Board] on 15.10.1974 
with a view to protect the environment, prevent and control the pollution of water in the State of 
Gujarat, that occupies a prominent niche in progressive and industrial development of the country. 
The Board has been past 34 years entrusted with the Central Acts and relevant Rules for pollution 
control as notified thereof from time to time. 

In October 1974, the Board had initially, staff of 25. Though, the staff strength has increased to 446 
yet it is far less than that required by the Board to implement aforesaid laws, effectively. As of 
today, there are 90 engineers and 141 scientist and analysts.  

During the year under report Shri Mangubhai Patel, Hon’ble Minister for Tribal Development, 
Forest and Environment performed bhoomi punja and laid foundation stone for the construction of 
Board’s Head Office building at Gandhinagar, on 26.9.2007 located at the adjoining plot of existing 
Head Office-cum-Central Laboratory  building. There are out of total ten Regional Offices 
developed so far, six attached with laboratory facilities are located at Vadodara, Bharuch, Surat, 
Vapi, Rajkot and Jamnagar. Regional Offices Godhra, Mehsana, Ahmedabad and Bhavnagar are yet 
being equipped for analytical facilities. The Head Office performs activities concerning general 
polices and enforcement of various provisions of the Acts as well as general administration and co-
ordination with other agencies. The Central Laboratory at Gandhinagar provided facilities for 
analysis of samples collected by RO, Ahmedabad as well as RO, Mehsana, besides being involved 
in development of methods for analysis of water, wastewater, gases and hazardous waste samples. 

1.1  Child Health and Environment  

The Government of Gujarat has launched a special programme on ' Child Health and Environment – 
Bal Swasthya ane Paryavaran’. The GEER Foundation, Gandhinagar organised a State Level 
programme during 28 February to 1st March 2008, at Nature Park, Gandhinagar. Over sixty Eco-
clubs of various schools located in different 26 districts of Gujarat, participated in the programme. 
These Eco-clubs have displayed models, charts and posters prepared on various topics vizly. water 
conservation, clean air, pollution of water – air – vehicular emissions, industrial pollution, 
plantation, conservation of energy, etc. In addition to display of posters on municipal wastes, bio-
medical wastes  and plastic issues, the staff of Regional Office, Ahmedabad displayed and 
explained a sound level instrument and particulate matters monitoring equipment. Pamphlets on the 
theme of the programme were prepared and distributed to over hundreds of visitors during this 
occasion.  

As main focus is on major activities of this Board, the Chairman of this Board addressed all the 
Regional Officers and Unit Heads, individually. It was suggested to join hands in awareness 
campaign being organised by various District Administration, Municipal Corporations and 
Municipalities, government and non-government organisations, Industries Associations, NGOs, 
Eco-clubs, etc. to educate people on municipal wastes, bio-medical wastes, plastic wastes and 
proper disposal thereof to bring about cleanliness centring around child health and  environmental 
issues. People are being sensitised on the importance of air, water, noise related pollution issues and 
effective implementation of control measures, thereof.  
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